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Schools Participate in Hand Hygiene Day on May 14
[CITY] --  (insert number of schools) local schools will take part in Hand Hygiene Day on May 14.  The day is an attempt to recognize the vital role hand washing plays in preventing the spread of infection and is being promoted by area hospitals as a part of National Hospital Week, May 9-15. 

“We are constantly reminding employees of the importance of hand hygiene, but we realize that many infections begin in the community and that we have a role in encouraging our citizens to join us in infection prevention,” said (Hospital CEO’s name).  “By hosting school hand hygiene day, we hope to enlist the help of students and their teachers in the fight against infection.”

Throughout the day, teachers will have discussions with children about the proper way to wash their hands and why it is important.  They will also lead the children in activities focused on hand hygiene and send home hand hygiene resources so parents are able to continue to educate their children. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), more than two-thirds (32 million) of school-aged children (aged 5–17 years) in the United States miss school in a 12 month period due to illness or injury.  One of the most common ways people catch colds is by rubbing their noses or eyes after touching someone or something that’s contaminated with the cold virus (rhinovirus), and nearly 22 million school days are lost annually due to the common cold.  

“The good news is that in a study of 6,080 school children, the CDC found that those who used classroom-dispensed, instant hand sanitizers at specific times during the day, in addition to normal hand cleaning habits, experienced 20 percent fewer absences due to illness,” said (hospital CEO’s name).  “We know that proper handwashing is critical in preventing infections and are excited to be working with our area schools to enhance this good habit.”
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