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(Hospital name) Designates May 5 as Hand Hygiene Day
[CITY] --  In its continuing efforts to prevent the spread of infection, (Hospital name) will take part in the World Health Organization’s (WHO’s) Hand Hygiene Day on May 5.  This is a time for staff to renew their commitment to proper hand hygiene and to educate patients and visitors on its importance.

According to the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), the average person has 1,500 germs on each square centimeter of his/her hands.  The CDC further states that proper handwashing could cut in half the number of pneumonia-related infections in children under five, could reduce the incidence of impetigo by 47 percent and could stop up to one-half of food-borne illnesses, such as e-coli and salmonella.

 “Here at (hospital name), we take hand hygiene very seriously and constantly strive to prevent the spread of infections and diseases among our staff, patients and visitors,” said (Hospital CEO’s name).  “We are pleased to be participating along with hospitals all over the world in the WHO Hand Hygiene Day and hope this is a time where we can not only strengthen our employees’ commitment to good hygiene, but also educate our patients and visitors who will hopefully share these practices with their friends and families.  We are seeing an increase in the number of infections spread in the community and believe we have a role in making the public aware of good hand hygiene.”

On May 5, hospital staff will be available to educate patients and their visitors on the proper way to wash their hands.  (Customize this paragraph with your hospital’s plans.)
WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for health within the United Nations system. It is responsible for providing leadership on global health matters, shaping the health research agenda, setting norms and standards, articulating evidence-based policy options, providing technical support to countries and monitoring and assessing health trends.  For more information on global campaigns, go to www.who.int/en/.  
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